
The Museum was established on March 21, 2008; with the name «Museum of War Academies Command», with the

aim of preserving and transferring to the next generations the history of the University of National Defense; the most

advanced establishment of education, training and science within the Turkish Armed Forces, thus promoting the sense 

of institutional culture and belonging, and eternalize the memories of the graduates. As of August 2014, it has been

called «University of National Defense Rectorship Museum».

Since 1848, inside the museum; which has been organized thematically, there have been;

• Historical graduation certificates of early graduates,

•  Personnel records including information regarding lecturers and personnel information,

• Combat zone maps, outlines and material which date back to World War I and the War of Independence,

• Course books used in various periods, 

• Course material,

• Staff officers’ badges of rank,

• Documents on cultural trips,

• Records of honor signed by people visiting the University / War Colleges Command,

• Photos of commanders, which date back to the founding of the University, 

• Documents on cadet years of Atatürk at Erkân-ı Harbiye [Staff Officer] Academy, his personal notes, and wax

sculptures of him ranking as Staff Captain and Marshall,

• Information bank containing MAP data on graduates and guest military personnel at the University of National

Defense / War Academies.
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• Wax Sculptures of ATATÜRK

The most important aspect of the sculptures is that they were made out of a mask mould utilized at the time of death of

our Father. It has been exhibited in our museum since 2008.

The wax sculpture at the right is of ATATÜRK at the time he was Lieutenant Commander, with his Staff Captain

uniform. We deduce from maroon strips on the uniform and the ribbons on his arm that he was Staff Captain at the time.

The sculpture at the right is of Marshall ATATÜRK. The only badge he wore on his marshall uniform was the Medal of

Distinction, which he was awarded after the Battle of Suvla Bay. ATATÜRK, who also owned two silver Medals of

Distinction and various other badges and medals, was awarded the War of Independence Medal, which had red and

green strips, by the Grand National Assembly of Turkey in 1924 following the victory of Turkish War of Independence.

These medals are exhibited at Anıtkabir Museum.



• The Marble Inscriptions:

Includes the names of top of the class cadets in the first ten years of 

Erkân-ı Harbiye Academy, which was seperated from the War Academy 

after the declaration of the second Ottoman Constitution in 1909.

The one on the left is the translation of the inscriptions in modern 

Turkish.

• Mühendishâne-i Berrî-i Hümayûn [Imperial School of Military Engineering]

Graduation Certificates

These certificates date back to Ottoman Era in 1883 and 1884..



• Graduation Certificates from Erkân-ı Harbiye Academy, dating 1907 

and 1908

• Diplomas and report cards from Erkân-ı Harbiye, from the Ottoman Era

Here is also the diploma of Army General Muharrem Mazlum İSKORA,

who wrote the book «Erkân-ı Harbiye Mektebi Tarihçesi»

[The History of  Erkân-ı Harbiye Academy], and was one of the earlier

chiefs of staff at War Academies Command.

• Credentials which document cadets who advanced to the second grade

by the decision of the council, with the seals of 44 different tutors

• Erkân-ı Harbiye Academy graduation memento, Yıldız (1912).



• The Personnel Records which

document the years 1909-1912, 

1921 and 1927-1928. Contains

information on managers, teachers

and other personnel.



• The Showcase of the Cadet Mustafa Kemal 

ATATÜRK:

• At the top there are the courses Mustafa 

Kemal had and the grades he got (academic

record). M. Kemal, who was the 15th at the

first year, and 11th in the second, graduated in 

1905 as the fifth most successful cadet from

the Academy.

• Replica of the notes Mustafa Kemal took (his 

own handwriting) at the Academy. The

originals are stored in ATASE Directorate. 

• Globe inscribed in Old Turkish

• The news report of the class ATATÜRK was

in, which can be seen on İkdam [Progress] 

Newspaper. As an old tradition, the news

reports of cadets graduating from Erkân-ı 

Harbiye were put on the newspaper.

• Memento photograph of Mustafa Kemal 

ATATÜRK, with campaign military officers

(1909)

• Personnel data on ATATÜRK, the original

copies of which are located in the Military

Academy
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• Map of Gallipoli: Also known as the Bloodstained Map, due to the

actual bloodstains on it. It is one of the most precious items in the

museum.

Handwritings and signatures of Captain Ata, Major Hüseyin Avni and

Lieutenant Colonel Mustafa Kemal can be seen on the item.

Map of Gallipoli acquired from Peterson, an Anzac lieutenant who was

captured dead during the Gallipoli Campaign in 1915. 

It was presented to the commander of the 19th Division, Colonel

Mustafa Kemal Bey; by Major Hüseyin Avni, commander of the 57th 

Regiment. Colonel Mustafa Kemal then sent the map to the 3rd Corps

Commander Esat Paşa.

• Map of Gallipoli as seen in the

exhibit



Equipment used in the field, in the early 20th 

Century



• Brocaded Sword Belts worn by the deceased Martyr Major Ferhat BESİ, 

uncle of Major General Hüseyin TOPA, one of the earlier chiefs of staff at the

War Academies Command

• Brocaded sword belt and ceremonial Staff

Colonel epaulette of Army General İsmail Hakkı 

AKANSEL, one of the earlier commanders of the

War Academies Command

• Calpac and wreathed epaulettes which

belonged to the deceased Major General 

Mustafa REMZİ

Wreathed epaulettes have been worn by all

officers since 1905. One side of the epaulette

is gold bronze; and the other, maroon.

• Samples of stripes and belts dating back to the Ottoman and Republic Era, early 20th Century



• Course Material, mid-20th Century 

A star map, tool of 

measurement used for

astronomical navigation

An opisometer; used for measuring distance on maps, 

which belonged to former commander of the War

Academies Command, Army General Doğan 

ÖZGÖÇMEN

Claws; used for measuring distance on maps, which

belonged to former commander of the War

Academies Command, Army General Doğan 

ÖZGÖÇMEN

A parallel ruler, tool of 

measurement used in 

map and route drawing


